
Fundraising 
FOCC secured major financial support in the 
amount of $600,000 in state matching funds to 
help operate the park and fund FOCC’s first major 
trail restoration project this year. The park has 
over 14 miles in the trail system, so we'll look 
forward to ongoing fundraising with the goal of 
fully restoring our trails. 
 
Trail Improvements 
We invested over $300,000 and more than 400 
volunteer hours to improve trails. After years of 
deferred maintenance, park trails are in poor 
shape. The work of many hands paid off in the 
completion of a major milestone, restoration of 
nearly 50% of the 2.5-mile Shoreline Trail. Along 
with dedicated volunteers, our partners in 
achieving these major trail improvements include 
the CA Conservation Corps, Department 
of Parks and Recreation, and CA State Parks 
Foundation. 
 

 
Leaps & Bounds: A Great Year at China Camp! 
 
With your help, 2014 was a great year for China Camp State Park. As stewards of the park, Friends of 
China Camp (FOCC) has progressed leaps and bounds in its efforts to improve trails and provide programs 
for the public. Thank you for your support! 
 
Since its threatened closure in 2012, the park has flourished under the stewardship of FOCC. Highlights of 
2014 include: 
 
•  Secured $600,000 to help operate park. 
•  Restored nearly half of the Shoreline Trail and improved other park trails. 
•  Kept campgrounds open year-round (since July 2012). 
•  Provided educational programs to over 40 school groups and others. 
•  Reduced costs while enhancing visitor experience. 
•  Repaired infrastructure and lowered utility bills.  
 
We’ve achieved all this and more with the help of over 100 volunteers contributing 12,000 hours of 
service as park docents and visitor center staff, and as key helpers for foot and bike patrols, trail 
maintenance, special events, and Park Champion projects. FOCC, an all-volunteer nonprofit group, needs 
your participation and financial support to ensure that China Camp State Park continues to flourish. Please 
join us on the trail or contribute your time and talents in other ways as we leap into 2015! 
  

Historic Preservation 
Volunteer work crews have been working 
diligently to preserve the unique historic 
structures at China Camp Village. FOCC weekend 
work parties re-nailed historic board and batten 
siding, reinforced roofing, and repaired shrimp 
processing machinery. Thanks to the generous 
donation of time and resources by San Rafael 
Yacht Harbor's Matt Butler, FOCC was able to  



stabilize the pier at China Camp Village, which 
was on the verge of collapse!  
 
Another dedicated group rescued and brought to 
China Camp the St. Erina, a 1926 fishing boat that 
was for most of its working life a regular sight at 
the docks of China Camp. The original engine is 
being restored, and FOCC hopes to maintain the 
vessel as a welcome feature of the historic pier. 
 
Culture & History 
China Camp Village was a hive of activity this 
year. Volunteers led talks and tours about 
California's Chinese history and the shrimping 
industry for seniors and students studying the 
Gold Rush era. A special treat—for the second 
year in a row—was a visit from an East Coast 
teachers’ group who came to see firsthand 
California’s early history.  
 
In August, FOCC screened “Blood Alley,” a movie 
starring John Wayne and Lauren Bacall, for an 
outdoor audience of 300. The film was shot at 
China Camp in 1955 with the help of China Camp 
general store owner and resident Frank Quan. He 
actively participated in the film's production by 
creating “fog” for the film with smoking oil. 
 
Heritage Day 

Education 
China Camp was a magnet for a huge variety 
of educational programs in 2014. Volunteer 
park docents presented natural history hikes 
and in-school programs for over 40 school 
groups, scout troops, and special-interest adult 
groups. FOCC partners Wildcare and 
TrackersEarth provided additional natural 
history programming. 
 
China Camp was also the site of an 
environmental education teacher training 
opportunity through a partnership with the 
National Estuarine Research Reserve. NERR 
also received a grant for a marine debris 
exhibit to be installed in the park. 
 
Throughout the year, docents presented 
monthly astronomy programs and weekly 
Saturday evening campfire programs. Under 
the guidance of FOCC and state parks 
personnel, students from the Marin School of 
Environmental Leadership (MSEL) designed and 
delivered several of these programs in the 
spring, on topics such as owls, mountain biking 
and the shrimping village. The park has an 
ongoing partnership with MSEL, which includes 
a MSEL natural history intern during the 
2014-15 school year. 
 
In 2015 FOCC will explore plans for an outdoor 
education classroom to be located behind the 
Ranger Station. We are excited about finding 
ways to fund and construct this facility so that 
we can expand our program offerings. 

The always popular annual Heritage Day drew 
visitors for a day of dance, tai chi, music, and 
art exhibits in August. Highlights included 
talented performers from the Marin Chinese 
Cultural Association Lion Dancers and the 
Redwood Empire Chinese Association. Lottery 
winners enjoyed peaceful bay rides on the Grace 
Quan, a replica of the 19th century shrimp junks 
used by camp fishermen. Named for park 
resident Frank Quan's mother, the Grace Quan 
was built by volunteers at China Camp under the 
direction of SF Maritime’s John Muir. An SF 
Maritime crew brought Grace Quan and the 
Alma, a scow schooner built in 1891, for visitors 
to enjoy during the day's festivities. 
 

Awards 
Locals agree that China Camp is a fantastic 
place to get outdoors on two wheels: the park 
was named the “Best Place To Bike” by the 
Pacific Sun in its “Best Of Marin 2014” issue. 
The park’s beauty and visitor amenities were 
also recognized by the travel website 
TripAdvisor, which awarded the park a 2014 
Certificate of Excellence. In January 2015 FOCC 
was honored to be nominated for the 2014 
"Achievement in Nonprofit Excellence" category 
in the Hearts of Marin Awards presented by the 
Center for Volunteer and Nonprofit Leadership. 


