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Young Man
Bakes Treats for Trails
 

Raises $1,500 for FOCC
with Project and Matching Gifts
 
Lucas Tress, a 13-year-old resident of San Rafael,
decided to do some baking to benefit a park he loves
– China Camp. With his Bar Mitzvah coming up next
month, Lucas decided to do a Mitzvah Project called
Treats for Trails, which was intended to raise money
for FOCC. He asked his family and friends to
subscribe to a once per month delivery of homemade
brownies and cookies for three months.

 
In his letter to family and friends, he wrote that donations "will go towards trail maintenance (to
keep the trails clear and the park clean), rangers (to keep the park safe and clean), and
interpretive signs (which give people information about the area where they are
biking/hiking/running). 100% of the profits will go to Friends of China Camp. Extra donations are
of course appreciated." Click here to read the full letter.
 
Lucas raised $750 from his Treats for Trails project, received a donation from his father and a
portion was matched from his father's employer, for a total contribution to FOCC of $1,500.
 
Thank you Lucas for your initiative, creativity, effort and care for China Camp. You are an
inspiration to us all.
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Peter Hollenbeck, LB Burrow and Jono Hale

More Young Men At Work 
Several months ago, FOCC put out a request for volunteers with carpentry skills who could help
us spiff up our aging, faded, failing display kiosks. Some of the kiosks needed simple repairs, but
most needed to be rehabbed from top to bottom.
 
Three wonderful men from our nearby neighborhoods offered to help. Introducing themselves
are:
Jono Hale: I am retired after working more years than I care to remember as a general
contractor. I came to this project because I love the history and setting of China Camp, and I still
enjoy the company of “manually resourceful” folks, of good character and story telling abilities.
I spent 30+ years racing paddle craft, and at one point, for several years, put on an early spring
race at China Camp beach called the Bald Sisters Boogie. The course took us around several
islands in the North Bay, including The Sisters Islands off of McNears beach.
Besides this project, I also help maintaining game cameras for the Puma Project, a group
monitoring cougar populations in the Bay Area.
 
Peter Hollenbeck: Age 80. Retired computer programmer. Living in Greenbrae since 1970. Wife
Martha and I spend half the year at our cabin in British Columbia. There we are building a 26'
power boat. Hope to launch this summer.
 
Lawrence Burrow: China Camp - my favorite mountain bike singletrack in Marin. Enjoy giving
back to this great park. Random bits about me: trail guide, constructor, mechanic, DigiTech,
philosopher, pilot, tutor, diver, restaurateur, birder, ADHD, cyclist, falconer, philanthropist,
explorer, woodworker.



 
These men did not know each other prior to offering their help, but quickly became friends and a
fabulous team. With the addition of funds for materials from an anonymous donor, we now have
many of our 12 kiosks functional and ready for new signage. Staining and stabilization still need
to be done and we are hoping for another team of volunteers to offer their services.
 
The Park is looking well-loved and cared for, thanks to their efforts. As you encounter these new
kiosks, please shout out a big thank you to Jono, LB and Peter. Maps and signage are coming
soon.
 

Are Drones Allowed at China Camp?
By Ranger Rejas

While there is no question that drones are fun to operate and can take nature photos that would
otherwise be impossible to get, drones are not permitted at China Camp nor are they permitted
at any other Marin Sector State Parks with one minor exception, Airplane Hill on Mt. Tamalpais
State Park. 

The reasons for prohibiting drones in China Camp are its near proximity to an airport and the
dangers that imposes, and perhaps more importantly, to maintain a natural environment for our
ecosystem to thrive. The salt marsh habitat
alone hosts several endangered and
threatened species that are stressed by
overhead drones, reducing their reproductive
capacity. The Park is also an important
component of the pacific flyway for migrating
species. Again, overhead drones interfere with
these migratory patterns.

In addition to the impact on the ecosystem,
drones pose a fire risk, could lead to
recreational conflicts, impact visitor experience privacy, and pose a danger to public safety when
operated irresponsibly.

Included in our California State Parks mission statement is the protection of the state's most
valued natural and cultural resources and creating opportunities for high-quality outdoor
recreation. We thank you for helping us protect China Camp’s magical and endangered
ecosystem and for making it an enjoyable place to visit and camp.
 



Getting Ready for Earth Day, Saturday April 22
FOCC, in partnership with the California State Parks Association, will hold our second Earth Day
event. This years focus is restoration and clean up, which couldn't be more perfect. As a result of
the persistent storms and excessive rain, we have plenty of trail restoration that needs to be
done. The volunteer trail event is on Saturday, April 22. Check in and morning snacks begin at
8:30, the Earth Day work is from 9AM to 12:30PM. A lunch is provided compliments of Panera
Bread.

We'd love to have you join us for a day in the dirt. To register, go to the CalParks website. Your
registration helps us plan for tools, supplies and food. CalParks will contact you with information
about where to meet, what to wear and what to bring (in addition to your Earth Day smile). After
lunch, volunteers are welcome to continue the trail work with FOCC core trail maintenance team.
Hint: there is much to be done.

Also after lunch you are welcome to participate in any of the following FOCC activities:

Crafts for children in the Village from 1:30 to 4:00, including animal tracks, Zodiac signs on
Chinese Newspapers and face painting. There is a $5 parking fee, unless you have an
annual pass. No preregistration is needed, just drop in. 
Nature Hikes will be offered at 1:30 and 3:00. This is the perfect way to learn about the
fascinating natural history of China Camp and San Pablo Bay. Group size is limited to 20.
To reserve, send email to chinacamp.programs@gmail.com. You will receive a
confirmation email with information about the meeting location.

http://www.calparks.org/help/earth-day/
https://friendsofchinacamp.org/get-involved/become-a-friend/
mailto:chinacamp.programs@gmail.com?subject=Earth%20Day%20Nature%20Hike&body=Your%20name%3A%0A%0AChoose%20hike%20time%20(1%3A30%20or%203%3A00)%3A%0A%0ANumber%20of%20hikers%3A


Spring Flowers of Marin
 

Reserve Now

Free Talk at the Village Museum

Saturday, April 15 at 5PM

Spring is an amazing time to experience the wonders
of wildflowers and to gain an appreciation of the value

of native plants. We are honored to have Doreen Smith, member of the Marin County Native
Plant Society, as our April speaker at the Village Museum. Doreen will present a slideshow and
talk about the more familiar wildflowers of Marin, with an emphasis on those growing at China
Camp State Park.

Doreen is well known for her expertise on the native flora of the county, and has spent many
decades identifying and updating the local wildflower species lists on behalf of the Marin chapter
of the California Native Plant Society. She also worked as a taxonomist at the Herbarium of the
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, England and more recently at the California Academy of Sciences,
San Francisco, preparing the newer edition of Howell's Marin Flora. She is a botanist and
educator and is a Marin County resident.
 

Space is limited and reservations are required.
To reserve, send email to:

chinacamp.programs@gmail.com
Include your name and the number of seats you need.

We will reply to confirm your reservation.

Shoreline Trail Closure - Update

mailto:chinacamp.programs@gmail.com?subject=Spring%20Flowers%20of%20Marin%20Museum%20Talk&body=Your%20name%3A%0A%0ANumber%20of%20seats%20you%20need%3A


Shortly after the slide on Shoreline Trail occured, the Department of Parks and Recreation
determined that FOCC must submit a Project Evaluation Form (PEF) to the state to determine
the best way to make the repairs. This process includes reviews by several departments,
including, but not limited to, Accessibility, Environmental Sciences, Native American Tribal
Review and Endangered Species Consult. These steps are necessary to promote safety and
protect the Park's valuable natural and cultural resources. While the PEF process is important, it
will take a minimum of two months before we will know the results of all reviews. As soon as we
get permission, the repair work will begin and in the mean time, there are many ways you can
help.

RESPECT the closure signs
VOLUNTEER to help use make the needed repairs

DONATE to help us with the cost

Remember, this park receives no funds from the state and all expenses are incurred by member-
supported Friends of China Camp. Estimates are that we will need approximately 150 tons of
rock and gravel for the repair. We also have the cost of renting large equipment such as
excavators and tractors. Click here for a link to an ABC newscast about the storm damage at
China Camp. Click here for the Marin IJ article about our storm battered trails.

Seeking Enthusiastic Cultural History Docents
for the China Camp Village Museum
Do you like to meet people, tell stories, teach history? We are looking for volunteers who would
be interested in becoming Cultural History Docents to staff the museum and lead school and
group tours one weekend day per month. One-on-one training is provided, as well as a binder
full of fun and historical facts.

If interested, click here, complete the information requested and check the Museum Docent
checkbox. Helen Sitchler, lead Cultural History Docent, will contact you and answer any
questions you may have.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Village Museum Talk: Spring Flowers

April 15  -  5:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Earth Day
April 22  -  9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Nature Hike
May 15  -  9:00 am - 12:00 noon 

SEE ALL UPCOMING EVENTS

http://abc7news.com/weather/china-camp-state-park-struggles-with-repairs-after-storms/1821407/http%3A%2F%2Fabc7news.com%2F1821407%2F
http://www.marinij.com/environment-and-nature/20170325/pricey-repair-work-needed-to-fix-marins-storm-battered-trails-fire-roads
https://friendsofchinacamp.org/get-involved/volunteer/
http://friendsofchinacamp.org/events/list/
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-China-Camp-371395306219570
https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/223523573/
http://friendsofchinacamp.org/


WHO ARE WE?
 
We are volunteers who operate China Camp State Park.
 
Despite the name, China Camp State Park is neither operated nor supported by the State of
California. Park operations are funded entirely from your fees and tax-deductible donations to
Friends of China Camp, Inc., a 501(c)(3) public benefit corporation.  All fees collected at China
Camp State Park stay within FOCC for use in operating the park; no fees go to Sacramento.
 
With your donations, plus thousands of hours of volunteer support, FOCC continues to keep
facilities open and in good repair, maintain the trails, provide educational programs in natural
history and cultural history, and pay rangers, park aides, and maintenance workers.
 
For more information about the partnership between FOCC and California State DPR, click here.

How You Can Help
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